
Can mountain bikers and hikers 
successfully use the same trail? 

Yes! Even more narrow or “singletrack” trails
can be used simultaneously by mountain
bikers and hikers.

These locations often deploy one or more
techniques to ensure interactions between
user groups are as positive as possible.

What is a Shared-Use Trail?
A “shared-use” trail, also known as a “multi-use” trail, is a trail that is
designed, intended, or used in practice by multiple user types, such as
hikers, mountain bikers, horseback riders, hunters, skiers, or other users.

How common are shared-use trails?
Nearly all urban trails that allow mountain biking are shared with hikers—both in Wisconsin
and nationwide. This shared use is the norm, as modern federal and state guidelines are
based on the principle of accommodating multiple passive recreational users. Depending on
the trail, it may also be accessible to other users like certain adaptive bikes or wheelchairs.

What techniques help bikers and hikers share the same trail?
There are many methods, approached using different aspects of the trail such as: 
          - the direction users go                         - trail width
          - speed control via trail design           - signage
          - managing sightlines                             - trail etiquette
          - strategic interfaces with access points (parking lots, trailheads, etc.)

Together, these “User Management Techniques” create expectations for all types of users
to keep on-trail interactions predictable and stress-free. 
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Will the proposed trails be wide enough to safely share?
The majority of trail proposed is intended for, and would be designed to support, shared
use for passive recreation users such as hiking and mountain biking. The trails would be
natural surfaces and their widths would range from “singletrack” (<42") to “track-and-a-
half” (42"–60"). These are typical standard trail widths found in mountain bike projects
across the nation. Trails may be strategically wider at key areas where user interaction is
expected, or where a natural hazard is present.
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